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April 3: In a paid advertisement published by the local media, the rightwing Peace and Work
Crusade urged President Alfredo Cristiani to "reflect" on the "institutionalized disorder" which
has followed the signing of the peace accords. The Crusade asserted that the mandate of the UN
observer mission to El Salvador (ONUSAL) constituted a serious violation of the "constitutional
guarantees of national sovereignty." April 6: Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN)
leader Shafick Handal asserted that the peace process was in serious trouble. He said President
Alfredo Cristiani and senior military officers lack the will to overcome obstacles to implementing
the accords. Handal added that FMLN representatives had traveled to New York to meet with UN
Secretary General Butros Butros-Ghali in an attempt to identify solutions to the delays. Handal
said the continued eviction of landless agricultural workers and their families from landholdings
throughout the country constituted a serious violation of the accords. At an April 4 meeting to
discuss agricultural land tenure issues, the government delegation proposed a maximum of
less than three manzanas (under 2 ha.) to landless workers. Handal described the proposal as
"unacceptable." Next, Handal asserted that continued operation of over 100 National Guard and
Treasury Police posts was another serious breach of the accords. Finally, Handal denied charges
made by Defense Minister Gen. Emilio Ponce concerning an alleged plan by the rebels to retain
sophisticated weapons. The FMLN leader noted that the armed forces were over a month behind
the agreed upon deadline for submitting a weapons and troop strength inventory to ONUSAL. April
8: In a televised interview, ONUSAL director Iqbal Riza reported that members of the observer
mission had recently been threatened by "small groups opposed to the peace process." April 9:
Defense Minister Gen. Ponce confirmed threats against ONUSAL members. He added that he
had also received threats accusing him of being a traitor. Next, Ponce said the FMLN's decision to
seek intervention by Butros-Ghali was premature. Regarding the National Guard and Treasury
Police, Ponce reported that the government had submitted a plan to ONUSAL which called for
staffing the former National Guard and Treasury Police posts with National Police personnel. April
10: FMLN leader Juan Ramon Medrano said that considering the problems encountered thus far
in implementating the peace accords, the rebels would "definitely" not begin demobilization in
May, nor surrender their weapons in October. According to Medrano, the peace process reached a
"breaking point" last week, and continued in crisis. Medrano said the government had threatened
to send troops to forcibly evict agricultural workers from farms located in former combat zones. He
added that the FMLN was preparing to respond to "possible aggressions." April 13: In Aguacayo,
rebel commander Chano Guevara warned that he would suspend demobilization of his forces if
agreement on land ownership in former combat zones was not resolved by next month. Guevara
charged that the government was obstructing the delivery of food supplies to rebel camps. In
addition, he said, undercover military personnel have infiltrated the camps. (Basic data from
Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias- Spanish news service EFE, 04/07/92, 04/08/92; Agence
France- Presse, 04/03/92, 04/06/92, 04/10/92, 04/13/92)
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